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In ongoing efforts to reduce red-tape and the administrative burden placed on both you, as client, and on 
CapeNature's staff to process applications timeously, we are constantly investigating new, more efficient 
methods and interventions to process applications within shorter turnaround times. 
 
A most recent investigation was to identify certain high volume permit types (of the 50+ permit types we 
process) by activity, which are linked to species that are regarded as benign (i.e. the activity involving that 
species poses little / minimal environmental risk, if any).  These applications are largely transactional in 
nature and involve very little evaluation (i.e. the transaction is almost purely administrative). 
 
Attached are the species identified as part of this investigation.  These species are high-volume and / or 
bening (i.e. transactional).  The primary activity linked to these species is transport within the Western Cape 
Province, which includes the ancillary / related activities of selling, buying, donating, receiving as a donation 
and / or being in possession of within the WCP and captivity (for certain species). 
 
In terms of section 80 of the Nature Conservation Ordinance (NCO), CapeNature may exempt any person 
from any provision of the NCO, in so far as such provision relates to any specified species of fauna or 
flora.  The provisions relate to transport and related activities (i.e. sections 44(1)(a) & (e)) and captivity 
(section 31).  The specified species of fauna (reptiles and mammals) are as set out in annexure to this 
email. 
 
CapeNature is, therefore, offering an exemption in terms of section 80 of the NCO to all clients trading in 
the listed species from section 44(1)(a) & (e) (all species) and section 31 (reptiles only) of the NCO.  Such 
an exemption, if granted, would mean that you would not need to apply piecemeal / per transaction for 
individual transport permits or acquire individual permits.  The exemption in terms of section 80 would 
cover all future transactions and while the exemption is still valid, which would be linked to your current 
permit (i.e. captivity, transport etc) or certificate of adequate enclosure for the species applied for.  All that 
will need to be provided, in lieu of a transport permit, is the letter of sale / donation between you and your 
client, per transaction, that you currently provide.  Please note that other activities, such as import into and 
export from the Western Cape, are not included in this exemption. 
 
Attached please find the application form, which must be completed and returned to CapeNature, should 
you wish to take advantage of the section 80 exemption.  Please take note, as with any application, that 
upon applying for an exemption, you will still need to provide proof of legal origin for each of the listed 
species you would like exemption from.  This will either be in the form of your current captivity permit or 
certificate of adequate enclosure, on which that species is listed, or a previous transport or import permit 
where you acquired the specimen(s) of that species.  Please also note that the exemption will be linked to 
your current captivity permit or certificate of adequate enclosure insofar as its validity and expiration is 
concerned and both need to be renewed at the same time.  Additional species (from the attached lists) can 
be added to your exemption as you acquire them on permit. 
 
Please also familiarize yourself with the information document attached to the application form and the 
conditions that the exemption will be subject to.  Please rest assured that none of these conditions are new 
or unique to this exemption.  All of the conditions listed are what is already contained in the Nature 
Conservation Ordinance and Regulations and have always been applicable to all transport and captivity 
permits and have always been standard permit conditions. 
 
If your application is successful, and you are granted a letter of exemption, you will be exempt from 
applying for transport permits for the species listed on your exemption and the letter of donation / sale, as 
set out in paragraph 1.8 of the application form, will suffice for that transaction. 
 
 


